 DAMNABLE  (/- | 
HERESIE 


DISCOVERED, 


AND THE 


Head  GODSCHURCH 
UNCOVERE D, 


AND THE 
Spirit of Man from the True Light 
DISTINGUISHED, 


According to the 


Scriptures of TRUTH, 


AND 


Teſtimony of SAINTS. 


Every plant that my Heavenly Father hath not 
planted, ſhall be rooted up, and every plant that 
beareth not fruit in Chriſt, ſhall be taken away, 
ſaith the Amen. Mat. 15. 13. Joh. 15. 3. 


——_— 


Printed 1672, 


Lthough the Earth is full of the MajeHty of 
the Lord, and his preſence # in every place, 
&c. et in the Viſion of the Lord I ſee, asit is 


wotea in the Scriptures of Truth, that the Lord 
is 4s a Stranger in the Earth, deſpiſed by man, and 
abhorred by the Nations ; Tea by them that de 
evil is he hated now, as in the dayes of old, &c. 
Jer. 14+ 8. Iſa. 53. 3. Iſa. 49. 7. Joh. 3. 20. axd 
although now to many his bght s come, aud his 


glory is now revealed, which is for Salvation to 
the ends of the Earth ; Tet darkneſs covers the 
Earth, and groſs darkneſs the People : yea them 
which profeſs much love with their mouths, and 
draw near with their lips in a profeſſion of God 
and ChriFt, without them, &c. Tet becauſe of their 
denying Obedience of Faith, to that which may be 

A2 ' known 


;To the Reader.. 
known of God within themſelves, even the life 
of Jeſus in their moral bogies, that is the true 
light which lighteth every man that cometh into 
the worlg, Jo. 1. 9. and the Salvation of all that 
obey that holy thing, Luke 1. 34. 1 ſay again, for 
their not Obedience of Faith to that holy thing, 
darkneſs covers them, &c. In-the dayes of old, 
the Holy One was in the midFt of the people, 
Jer. 14-9. 4s he is now, and the holy Prophet; 
called them tothe moſt high, bat none at all would 
exalt him, Hoſ. 11. 7. Yea the Lord himſelf 
teftifieth, as Scripture witneſſeth, that he was the 
Holy One in the mid of them, Hol. 11,9. Be- 
hold at that time they were Idolaters, ſacrificing 
to Balaam, and burning Incenſe to. graven 
Images, Hol. 11.2. &c. Now this may ſerveto 
prove, that the Lord is inthe midſt of them that 
are Idolaters. eMark that, &c. 1t hath been, and 
wow is the manner of the Sons of men, when true 
Prophets call them to that the Loy teflifieth unto, 
as Scriptue witnefſeth, ( to wit) that he is 
the Holy One in the midſt of them, and that 
that which may be known of God is manife#t in 
them, Rom. 1. 19., &c. tobelye him, ſaying, it 
is not he, Jer. 5. 12. Ia. 65. 2. Rom. 10. 21. 
But theſe were falſe Frophets that were among 
the people, that belyed the Lord, 2 Pet. 2. even ſo 
now there are falſe Teachers amonſt the peoble; 
as may appear by this following Treatiſe, that deny 
and bely the Lord, ſaying, that the Light which 


every 


| Tb the Reader. 
every man 41 lighted withall, is not Chrift, bat 
mans ſpirit.” Merk , the holy Scripture teſtifgeth, 
that John bore teſtimony to the Truth, and his 
teflimony was that that was the true Light which 
lphteth every man that cometh into the world, 
and that he was in the world before me, ſaith he, 
John 1. 15. And ChriZt ſaith, as Scripture te fti- 
feth, John 8. 12. Mark, By world underfland 
men in wickedneſs : And Solomon teſtifieth, that 
the poor and deceitful man the Lord lights both 
their eyes, 8c. Now this may ſerve to prove, that 
(hriſt was in the world before John the Baptiſt, 
and that the light which every man was enlightned 
withal, was (hrift the Holy One in the mid} of 
them, &&c. Now is not this moſt damnable Heyefie 
to deny the Lord? The Apoſtle Peter fore-ſering 
the falſe Teachers that ſhould be amoneſ} the 
people, ſaith, they ſhall bring in damnable Hereſie, 
even denying the Lord that bought them, by reaſon 
of whom the way of truth ſhall be evil ſpoken. of. 
Which thing is now made manifeſt, ( to wit) the 
folly of them that deny the Light within to be 
the Lord : That ſo they may proceed no farther, 
are theſe lines written, &c. I knowing from the 
Lots the deceivableneſs of ſuch Teachers, would : 
perſmade men” from hearing thoſe inſtructions, 
which cauſe them to erre from the words of know- 
ledge, Prov. 19. 27. Jer. 23. 16., &c. and ts 
bearken to Gods wiſdons, and her teachers, who 
call ro men to turn from darkneſs, (to wit ) falfe 
Mints 


To the Reader. 
Miniftry; and to. turn to the light within, which 
is the true eMiniſtry, and from the power of Satay 
unto God, even to that of him in them, that Holy 
thing, that he may turn them from the evil of their 
wayes and doings, which 15 4 bleſſed State, KC. For 
without Repentance all ſhall periſh, Luke 13.3, &c. 
For frienas, know, that though Chriſt taſted death 
for every man, for the redemption of the tranſ. 
greſſions that were under the Firſt Teſtament, &c. 
Yet no Scripture ſaith, he taſted death for every 
ſin ; becauſe that Repentance and Kemiſſion of ſin 
is to be preached in bis name for obedience of 
Faith unto Repentance, without which there is 
no Remiſſcon of fins, nor an Inheritance among## 
them that are ſanitified through Faith in Chriſt 
Jeſus, nor knowing the Lord, whom to know i 
life eternal, John 17. 3 But ſuch knowleage 
is not to ba attained unto whilſt men are in ſin, 
r in ſuch a. Faith, that they cannot be freed from 
fin on this. ſide the Grave, or that. Revelation is 
ceaſed, becauſe without Repentaxnse there is no 
Remiſſion of ſins, and without Revelation there 
is no knowing of the Lord. It is written ns 
wan knoweth. the Father but the Son, and he to 
whom he will reveal him. «Again, there is no 
promiſe that Chriſt will manifeſt himſelf to them 
that are in fin, but en the contrary, John 14. 
21, (fc. Adam for one fins was -drove forth 
of Paradiſe, and certainitis; Mark it, that mo 
.wan in ſin, ſhall enter into it again (to wit) 
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Paradiſe, $&c. The ſeed of Abraham after the 
Fleſb, when Repentance for remiſſion of fins was 
preached, then they ſaid, we have Abraham to our 
Father, Mat. 3 9: Joh. 8. 39. denying obedience 
of Faith to Repentance.. And do not many, called by 
the name of Chriſtians, now ſay, we are Chriſtians 
frm being Baptized with water , which never 
knew obedience of Faith to Repentance, &Xc. Be- 
hild Abrahams Sox in the Parable # in Hell, yet © 
he was « Rich man, &Cc. and was not that for de- 
wing obedience of Faith to Repentance, Luke 13. 
3. &c, Lazarus that was a Begger, is in Abra- 
hams boſom. A word to the wiſe i ſufficient,” &c. 
Finally the Lord hath ſworn, and an Oath was for 
the confirmation of an end of ſtrife, touching thens 
that do alwayes erre in their hearts and do not 
kuw Gods ways, they ſhall never enter into his 
Reft, Pſal. 95-11. Heb. 4. 5, &c. Know Gods 
decrees are not now to making, although now de- 
clered, 6. That -which is required of all mes, 
and all men bound to it, upon the penalty of peri(h- 
ing, Ofc. us Repentance towards God, and Faith 
towards our Lora Teſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion of 
fins, according to the Order of the God of Order, 
Luke 22. 24. As the Apoſtle Paul teſtifreth, when 
he jaid, 1 have kept back nothing which is profitable 
unto you ; teſtifying both to the Tews, and alſo to 
the Greeks, Repentance towards God, and Faith 
towaras our Lord Feſus Chrift, AQ. 20. 21. Selah. 
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Here fooweth a Demonſtration. 
of the Affirmation of T homs 
Hicks, that was a Baptiſt Tea- 
cher in the Borough of De- 
uvizes, at a Meeting 1n that 
Town, touching the Light in 
man; with the Reaſons why 
his Affirmations are to be op- 


poſed and denyed. 


He that is firſt in his own cauſe, Jeems juſt ; but his 
neighbour cometh and ſearcheth him out. Thens 
that fin, rebuke before all, that others may fear. 
Prov. 28. 17. 1 Tim. 5. 20. 


Homes Hicks then and there affirmed, 
that the Light within was mans Spi- 
rit, which did convince them of Sin, 
and that God breathed it into Adam, 

and that it was in every man £ And that they 
which did worſhip the. Light within , were 
dolaters and breakers of Gods Commandments ; 
for ſaid he, the Light within is not Chrifts, but 
mans Spirit 3 for whilſt _ was figured out 
in 


(2) 
in Types, he was not aQually in being : ang 
ſaid, that the word; b which Gyd -made the 
wotld, was not the- Chrift- This Aﬀirmation 
I had given mein writing by his approbation, 
by another Baptift Teacher one F. v. at the 
ſame time, which afterwards in a ſhort-time 
I _put- in Print, in a. k called CThe (aſc 
of (auſes declared ] and never by him denyed, 
&c. His Afﬀirmations. conſiſting of many par- 
ticulars at that time of their Mecting, 1 onl 

denycd this particular, ( to wit) Whilft Chriſt 
was figured out in Types, he was. riot aRually in 
being: And thenT brought theſe ſayings, noted 
in. holy Scriptures, as a Reaſon why I did deny 
that particular : Firſt, Chriſt ſaying, (to wit ) 
Before Abrahams was, 1 am. Secondly, John the 
Baptiſt witneſſed , (to, wit } he was. is the 
world before me. Thirdly, Stephes's teſtimony, 
This t he that was in the Church in the wilderneſs, 
Fourthly, the Apoſtle Pau! ſaying, (to wit) 
They did all eat 4nd drink of the Spiritual Rock 
that followed them, and jbat Rock wa Chriſt, &c: 
Theſe Scriptures I brought ,. to proveithat 
Chriſt was in being, when he. was figured: out 
in Types ; Joh. 8. 58. As 7.38... Cor. 10.4. 
And then 1 concluded, ſaying, Thax:their ſay- 
ings were true, but hjs was falls . Then hefaid, 
that he would prove it : ufing many words of 
what he had taken notice of-in James Naylers 
Book, [called Zowe 70 the. Loſt ] by pers 
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darkned the people by words he uttered with? 
out knowledge for a long time ; and then ſaid, 
that he had proved his Affirmation, &c, 1 then 
denyed it, and ſaid, I ſhould oppoſe it in Print; 
but was hindredhitherto'by reafon of my being 


perſecuted und impriſoncd.” But'noiw according - 


to my promiſe I have committed 'it unto the 
Preſs, for the Truths ſake, and the peoples 
information. © I have divided his Afrmation 
into cight- particulars, and-ſhall through Gods 
aſſiftance 'touch/ upon each bricfly.-_ And'firſt, 
to the firſt Affirmation ;*'( to wit Y' the Light 
within is mans Spirit, this T do-deny for thefe 
reaſons. TL TLer | 

«Firſt, becauſe the- holy Sttiptore ſaith:, the 
Spirit of man'is the Candle of the Lord, Prov. 
20. 27. Secondly, no holy Scriptute ſaith, tliat 
the Light within is mans Spirit. Thirdly, it is 
written, that the wicked rebel againſt the Light, 
Job 24- 13: Mark, over mans Spirit ran -hath 
power, except he be like'a'City without Walls, 
or broken'down, Prov. 25. 23. If ſo, then man 


cannot rebel againſt his own Spirit. It is writ- | 


ten, Take heed to your ſpirit, and let none deal 
treacherouſly axeinf the wife of his youth, Mal: 
2.15. Mark, i cannot be properly ſaid to a 
man that hath a wife, if he be unnatural to her, 
that he rebels againſt his wiſe, becauſe ſhe is his 
Inferiour. Even ſo to a man that deals treache- 
rouſly with his own 'Spirit : It cannot be pro- 
B 2 3" 
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perly ſaid, that he doth rebel againſt biz Spirie, 
Therefore the Light that the wicked do rebel 
againſt, is not mans Spirit, but a holy thing that 
is above man in its excellency, or mans Spirit, 
becauſe rebellion. is a riſing up againſt a Supe- 
riour in Authority, &c. Again, mans Spirit is 
the Candle of the Lord : Mark, a Candle ſingly 
conſidered is darkneſs, and but a receptible ſub- 
je& to receive light, which when it hath recei- 
ved it, giveth: of what it hath received, (to wit) 
Light. Again, the light which the Cagdle re- 
ceiveth may be put- qut, and yet the Candle re. 
main as before it was lighted. Even ſo the 
Spirit of the Lord by man may be put out or 
quenched, and-yet-mans Spirit” remain in his 
body,. and the Light too, as a Candle whole 
ioht._ is put qut,: &'s. How. often. is the Candle 
of the wicked put out, Fob 21-17. By whatis 
written it may appear, according to holy Scrip- 
zures, for. of them; we are to think aboye men, 
K Cor..4+ 6, 6, That. the: Light within is not 
made Spirit, but it is the Lord, as ſaith the Pro- 
phet David, the Lord is my light.and my ſaluatian, 
Rſal. 2.7. 1, T hat was the true light which light- 
c&h every mea that\cometly.inte the world, of 
which Jobabore:wigncls, that was.beforg him, 
Foh, 1, 10, 15+ 85: D444; witnefled before, <6. 
By what is writtca it: may appear, that Thews 
Hiiks hath ſpoken: oyilof the holy thing, Lt, 1. 
35-and that he knoycthhim notby his rift par- 
$ievlar, cc = [ 
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I hall now touch upon his Second Parti- 
cular (to wit) that Mens ſpirit did convince 
them of fin. This I do deny : Firſt, becace 
no holy Scripture ſays ſo : Secondly, becauſe 
the holy Scripture ſaith, that the Spirit (ſpeak- 
ing of the Holy-ghoſt) ſhall convince the. 
world of fin, that is, meaning wickedneſs. 
Thirdly, That the"Law is Spiritual , by the 
Law cometh the knowledge. of fin, and that 
the Law of God is light ; And that all things 
when they are rebuked are manifeſted by the 
light, Eph. 5.13. Prov. 6.23. Pſal. 19.7. And 
that the Law of God is perfet, converting the 
Soul, making wiſc the ſimple, &c. Mark that 
which convinceth. of ſin and converteth the 
ſoul, &c. Muft be of a Divine Nature, for there 
snothing beneath, Gods Nature. can convert a 
ſoul and make wiſe the fimple, But this the in- 
ſpiration of the Almighty doth ; Fob. 32. 8, 
&c. It is that which. giveth underſtanding for 
that is perfe&, and itzs in ,man as a Law to its 
work, convincing-man and converting the fouls 
ofthem that believe,: &c. By what is writ= 
ten it may appear in his ſecond particular, he 
knoweth not the ſecond ſam who is a quick- 
ning Spirit, 1 Cor.-15. 45. From: the ſpirit of 
man, &c. Much more might be ſaid , but 1 
will paſs to his Third Particular (to wit) that 
God breathed it (to wit) mans ſpirit into Adem. 
This 1 do deny, for. this reaſon, no where the 
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Scripture faith fo. Secondly, The Scripture 
teſtifieth that the Spirir-of man was by God 
oivento- man, and that man hath power over 
it, (as is before excepted) Ecoleſ. 12. 7. Prov. 
25.28, Therefore mans Spirit cannot be that 
Spirit which God breathed into' eAdam by 
which man became a living ſoul, for the: 
Reaſons mans Spirit is mutable 'and may be 
defiled and impriſoned, &c. Captivated by 
mans ſubmitting to the Devil, and treacherous. 
dealing with -it ; «Mal. 2. 14, &c. But man 
hath not power over the 'breath of 'God that 
God breathed into Adam, by which man became 
a living Soul, neither can the wicked once 
touch that (to wit) the Breath of God, By 
it were 'the Heavens made and all; the Hoſt 
of them, Pſal. 37. 6. The breath of our No- 
frills the anointed Lord, Law, 4. 20. by which 
man became a Living Soul, that is the true 
light which lighteth every man which com- 
eth into the World: Adam was' a man, and 
his Spirit the candle, and he was lighted as 
it is implyed by holy Scriptures , for every 
man is lighted, &s« By what is written it 
may appear that mans Spirit was not breath- 
ed into Adam, but given of God to man, and 
that the breath that God breathed into Adaw 
was another Spirit, &c. By what is written 
it may appear, that Thom Hicks knoweth 
not that Spirit by which man- became a li- 
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yingSoul or the ſecond Adam that's made- a 
quickening Spirit, I Cor. 15. 45, &c- Fourth- 
ly, He ſaith it was in every man, in every man 
is mans ſpirit, or elſe mans body would be 
dead ; But mans ſpirit is not. the light with- 
ir, as hath before been proved, and yet the 
light ſhineth in. man, for it ſhineth in dark- 
neſs and is through all, and the manifeſtation 
of the Spirit is given to every man to profit 
withall, 1. (or. 12. 7. If it be hid it is hid 
in them that are loſt, 2 Cor. 4. 3. Yea, in 
the midſt of 1dolators is the holy One, as be- 
fore hath been proved, Hof. 11. 8, &c. Fifſth- 
ly, Thomaa Hicks ſaith, That they that did 
worſhip the light within, were Idolaters and 
breakers of Gods Commandments. This I do 
deny for theſe Reaſons, No holy Scripture ſaith 
ſo. Secondly, Thoſe Gentiles that had not 
the Law in a Book, without them, did by 
nature the things contained in the Law, and 
then they knew God, whom. no man can 
know, except. he- keepeth - his Command- 
ments, ſaith Fohn, He that ſaith he knoweth 
God and keepeth not his Commandments is 4 
Lyar, 1 76h, 2. 4. Now . Paul ſaith, the 
Gentiles knew God, Roms. 1. 21. becauſe, ſaith 
he, That which: may be known of God is ma- 
nifeſt in them, for God hath ſhewn itto them, 
Rom, 1. 19, 4&6. If ſo, then they did by na- 
ure the things cootaiped in the Law, and at 
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that time they were Diſciples of the Lord: 
For the promiſe of the Manifeftation of the 
Lord js onely to the Diſciples, not to the 
world, Jo. 14. 2T, &c. To this Thomas Hicks 
muſt confeſs, for the Scripture cannot be bro« 
ken, &c. Again, It is written that when they 
knew God they glorified him, not as God, 
neither were they thankful, neither did they 
like to retain God in their knowledg , but 
changed the truth for a lye, (to wit) forfalſc 
gods and falſe worſhips, ec. And then they 
were [dolaters: But when they did things by 
nature contained in the Law, then they knew 
Godand were no Idolaters, &c. By what is 
written it may _—_ that they which wor- 
fhip the light within, when they worſhipped 
the light or divine nature were not Idolaters, 
&c. Sixthly, Thomas Hicks ſaith, that the light 
within is not Chriſt, but mans ſpirit. That the 
light within is not mans ſpirit before is proved. 
That Chriſt is the light, and that the light is 
come into the World Chrift teftifieth himſelf, 
Fohn 3. 19. and many are witneſſes that do be. 
lieve , for he that doth believe hath the Witneſs 
in himſelf, 1 Fohz 5. 10. That the Son of God 
is come and hath given us, yea thouſands of 
us underſtanding to know him, &c. And this 
is liſe eternal to know the Only true God 
and Jeſus Chrift whom he hath ſent, Fob» r7. 
2. Glory be to God for cyer, and for eyermore, 
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Amen, Seventhly, Thomas Hicks faith, That 
whilt Chriſt was figured. out in Types, he 
was not actually in being. This Ido deny, for 
this Reaſon. No holy Scripture ſaith fo. 
Secondly, Chriſt ſaith , before Abraham was 
[| am, and Fohn ſaith, he was in the world 
before me , us before is proved. And Davis 
faith, Why do the Heathen rage, and the peo- 
ple imagine a vain thing, the Kings of the 
Earth ſet themſelves, and the Rulers take 
Councel together againſt the Lord, and a- 
gxinſt his anointed, Pſal. 2. 12. Again , he 
ſaith, the Lord ſaid unto my Lord, fit thou 
at my right hand untill I make thine enc- 
mies my footſtool, Who is this that David 
in ſpirit calls Lord, if not Chriſt ? Again, 
Peter ſpeaking of Chriſt , ſaith, he went and 
preached unto the ſpirits in Prifon, which 
ſometime were diſobedient in the dayes of 
Noah. Again, it is written, he is the head of 
the Church, and that all things are made by 
him: If ſo, by what is written it may appear, 
that Chrift was before the World was, and was 
atual whilft he was figured out in Types, &c. 
Oh! -Is not this man a great Lyar.. Eighthly, 
Thomas Hicks faith, That the word by which 
God made the World, was not the Chriſt. This 
| dodeny, for theſe Reaſons; No holy Scri- 
pture ſaith ſo. Secondly, Becauſe God made 
the Worlds by his Son, Heb. 4. 2. Again, It 
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is, writtef, by. the Word: of the, Lord: were. the 
Heavens madd, 2/a/. 33. 6. Again, his name 
is.called the: Word of God.. Again, In the be- 
inning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God ; all things were 
made. by him, and without. him was not any 
thing made: In him was life, and the life was 
the light of men, &c. Mark then, the light 
of men was ſrom the beginning the Word, by 
which God made the Worlds, &s. It is writ- 
ten, the Father, the W ord, and the Holy-ghoft, 
are One. Oh! The Ignorance of this man : 
he denycth the light within to be Chriſt, A. 
gain, he denyeth Chriſt to be aRually in being 
whilſt he was figured out in Types; Again, 
doth he not deny the preſent being of Chrift 
in the World, in denying the light within tobe 


the Chriſt ?- Again, doth . not deny the ec. 


verlating being of Chriſt, in laying the. Word 
by which God made the Worlds is not the 
Chriſt? Again, doth not he deny him that all 
the Prophets give their Teſtimony to ? that 
whoſocyer believeth on him . fhall not periſh, 
but have everlaſting life, &.. Thou wandring 
Star Repent, or elfs for thee the midſt of dark- 
neſs is reſerved for- ever. Remember me, a 
Friend to thy. foul hath wasned thee, whom 
thou knoweſt to: have been a.great ſufferer for 
bearing my Teſtimony: againſt deceit, Robert 
weſt, &c. T his following Queſtion I do 2s 

poie, 
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poſe, with the confequence that will follow, to 
the cnd thatthe Nations may 'be no longer de. 


ecived by the Antichriſtian Teachers. 


0 veſt. If the life of Jelus Chrift that lighe- 


' eth every man that cometh into the World, 


wasnot the head of Gods Church and the ſal- 
vation of it, but the fleſh and blood that he per- 
took of ; then whether from the beginning un- 
till the time that he took on him that fleſh or 
vail, Heb. 10. 20. the Church of God had any 
head or ſalvation ? Again, if that fleſh. or 
vail of Chriſt was the head of Gods Church and 
falvation of it, then when that was put to death, 
whether the Church had cither head or ſalvati- 
on, ec. if the life of Jeſus Chriſt was not the 
head and ſalvation of it ? For Chriſt was put to 
death in the Fleſh, but quickned in the Spirit, 
and raiſed again, and is aſcended up into Hea- 
ven, where he was before, even the ſccond 4- 
dem that is made a quickning Spirit, that he 
might fill all things, and now is he as he was 
before, the ſearcher of all Hearts, 1 Chroz. 28. 
9, even Jcſus that was dead and isalive, and 
behold he liveth for evermore, Revel. 2. 8. 
To him give all the Prophets Witneſle, 
rw believeth in him ſhould 
not periſh, but have everlaſting life. This 
s the Root of Feſſe, and Off-ſpring of Da- 
v4, the bright and morning ftar, whoſe go- 
2 ings 


Cntr I, 
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ings. have been from everlaſting, which now 
is the Enſign of the Gertiles that is lifted 
up. To him ſhall be the Gathering of the 
People, and his reſt is glorious, as is written, 
Iſa. 11. 10. To him be Glory for ever, and 
for cvermore, Amen. 


Councel 


el 
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Councel for all thoſe whoſe ſimpli- 
city is betrayed by ſubtilty. F 


Etarn, O friends, unto your reſt, 
R And ceaſe from errors; that is beFF. 
No peace without the tree of life, — 

In falſe conceivings ſtands the ſtrife. 


Fe not of them who ſtrike at flame, 
For to have their defire; 

Such often like the flyes conſume, 
By ſtriking at the fire. 


God doth his «Angels Spirits make, . 
They Miniſter to man 

His Miniſters are flames of fire; — 
See, firike you not at thers : 


Left as the Flyes that ſtrike at flame, 

For to have their defive , 
ron like the Flyes conſume your ſelves, 
By ſtriking at the fire. 
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A word of Advice to all Teachers, 
that ſo they may take heed of what Spiric 
they follow ; and alfo to Hearers , that 


they may take heed to what words they 
hear, RG 


Frienas, 


Here are three Spirits in man, and they 

are three moveable Powers'or Subſtances 

ſingly conſidered, ( to wit ) the Spirit of God, 

that is the Light ; and the Spirit of Man, that 

is the Candle ; and the Spirit of the Devil, and 

that tempts to'Sin, &c. It is a high knowledge 

to know the motion of the Lords Spirit, from 

the motion of Mans Spirit, and the Devils mo- 

tion from them both, Mark, Man may ſpeak, 

as Paul did, when the Lord ſpeaks not; nor Sa- 

tan moves Man to ſpeak, 1 Cor. 7. 12. Now if 

the Teacher believes there are but wo Spirits 

in Man, then he may follow his own Spirit, as 

the fooliſh Prophets did, Ez#k. 13. 3. ſaying, 
. Hear the word of the Lord, when he hath ſeen 
nothing : 
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nothing: Fot knaw, mans Spirit openeth not- 
the myſteries ob the Lord, nor. the holy Scrip- 
tures, but the Spirit of: the Lord doth, 5. Now 
when men.ſhall Teach; that have not received 
the Spirit of the Lord, as that no man can re- 
ceive that is in fin-and wickedneſs, becauſe the 
Holy Spirit will not be: touched: by the wicked; 
It is written , the wicked toucheth him not, 
1 Jobs 5.18. Again, the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the. Spirit. of God; and for 
his not receiving! the. things of- the Spirit of 
God, he cannot know thewy + the reaſon is, be- 
cauſe he denyeth Obedience of Faith to that 
which may be known of God, that is within 
himſelf, by which all that do yield Obedience 
of Faith to, do come to Repentance, as it is 
written, Turz at my reproof, and 1 will pour out 
my Spirit upon you, and make known my mina 


. wnto you, Prov. I. 23, fc I ſay again, when 


men {hall teach, before they have yielded Obe- 
dience of Faith to that which may be known 
of God within themſelves, by which true Re- 
pentance 1s wrought, then they do utter words 
without knowledge, and then the Spirit of the 
Lord, which is the Teſtimony of Jeſus, and 
Spirit of Propheſie, &c. will ſtir in the Lords 
Jervants, and witneſs againſt them, and then 
the Servant of the Lord for ſo doing they will 
hate, and account him a man of a contentious * 
Ppirit : Of this I ama witneſs. Therefore take 


heed 
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heed what. Spirit you follow; and 'what Do: 
rine you hear : For every : plant that my 
Heavenly Father hath not planted , ſhall be 
rooted up, and all Cedar works ſhall be un. 
covered, and the Lord himſelf ſhall alone be 
exalted. For the Miniſtry of the fulneſs of 
the diſpenſation of Chriſt is come, andthe light 
of the Moon ſhall be as the light of the Sun, 
and the light of the Sun as the ſhining of ſeven 
Dayes : Yea the Lord will now be the light 
of his people, and the dayes of their mourning 
ſhall be ended, 1/4. 60. 20. Amey. 


E who in. ſcorn :are Talldd Aug © 
kers, oft ames- are denyed tobe 
raloned with, except we will own the - 
holy Scriptures tobeche ground of faich 
1nd rule of life; forall ſnch are theſe lines 
vricten toc mfider of, Do you ownthe 
Holy Scriptures to the ends whereunto 
they wee writen ? and tothecnds where- 
unto the Lord appointed taem to ſerve ? 
We do, &c. If you do, let them be 
Witneiſes between us, wh2 are in fcorn 
called Quakers, and you, touching the 
ground of Faith and rule of Life, ve. 
The holy Scripcures teſtific, that geſ us 
is the Author and Finifher of the Faith 
of Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, liaac, 
Foſeph and Moſes, with ſo great a Cloud 
of Witneſſes, as the Author to the He- 
brews Witneſſeth, Heb. 11. 12 2. And 
4s other Scriptures teſtifie ro him, give 
all the Prophets Witneſſe, that whoſoever 
believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but 
have everlafting life. Now 1s there any 
holy ctripture hich, that ScripLure is the 


around of Faith ; if ſo, bring that Scvi.. 
prure, ye Baptized: people, or be filent 
for ever ; for it is: written, We are not - 
co think of menabovethat whichis writ. 
ren, and' the' Spirits of the Prophets, 
are Subje& tothe Prophets. Whar Scri. 
pture was the rule of the life of Abe], 
Enoch, Noah, and Abrabam? I knoy 
not of any Scripture that. they had; It 
is imployed by holy Scripture, that they 
were lighted by the true light; for 
every. man was lighted that came into 
theWorld. and that Abraham ſaw Chriſts 
Day, and that the light from on high 
did vifit men to. guide their feet in the 
way of peace : Was. not that the rule 
of life, and guide of their.. youth, «5c, 
The Jews faid to Chriſt, that they were 
Moſes his Diſciples, and Chriſt ſaid, 
there was one that did accuſe them, <. 
ven Moſes in whom you truſt; So fay] 
ro you, that. do ſay. the Scripture is your 
oro nd of Faith, and rule of Life. The 
holy Scripture: teſtifieth againſt you: 
| You 
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You fay to a fingle perſon You 1 and 
call the Months and Days of the Week 
not as the holy men of old did : What 
rule haye you in Scripture to fay toa 
ſingle perſon , You : and the Months of 
the Year and Days of the Week as you 
do? Do you not follow the Cuſtom of 
the Heathen , of whom the Lord hath 
ſaid, Learn not the way of the Heathen. 
It's written, When the Lord ſhall af- ' 
ſemble the Kingdoms, to pour upon them 
bis Indignation, then be will return to 
the People a pure Language, that they 
may call upon the Name of the Lord, 
to ſerve him with one conſent, ſaid, Zepb. 
Chap. 3, verſe 9. 


FINIS.. 


